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different, but they were united by mutual affection and re-
spect, and Henry well deserved his father's confidence. Their
joint rule was a short one, however. Conrad never really
recovered from his illness in Italy. He died on June 4, 1039. His death
The most convincing proof of Conrad's achievement (for Henry III
which Henry II too deserves his share of the credit) is to (1039-56)
be found in the strength of Henry Ill's position on his
accession. No other medieval German sovereign had so few
difficulties to combat or found such ready acceptance of his
authority. There was no rival to be overcome, for he had
already been elected and crowned as king. Apart from
Saxony, which retained its special privileges and the here-
ditary succession of its dukes, and Lorraine, where Gozelo's
loyalty could be depended upon, the duchies were all in the
king's own hands. For Henry was already duke of Bavaria
and Suabia, and Carinthia came to him both as king and heir
in 1039 when his cousin Conrad died and also the ex-duke
Adalbero. Though only twenty-two years of age, he had
already had practical experience in government and as the
leader of an army. He had the advantage of a careful
education, which his father had lacked, and while Conrad's
was the more forceful personality, there was some compensa-
tion in the gentler and more attractive disposition of the
son. Nowhere was the difference between them more
marked than in the realm of ecclesiastical politics. Henry
III was distinguished for his piety and his deep interest in
the -spiritual welfare of the Church, and this characteristic
was accentuated after his second marriage with the devout
Agnes, daughter of duke William V of Aquitaine, in 1043;
in his keen sense of his duty to God 1 and in his absorption
in matters ecclesiastical, he seems to be the son of Henry II
rather than of Conrad II. So, while Conrad and Aribert of
Milan were irreconcilable, less than a year after Henry's
accession the archbishop came to Germany and made his
peace with the king. In the Italian as well as in the German
kingdom the reign opened under the happiest auspices.
1 It was typical of him that in 1043, in order to prevent private warfare,
instead of issuing a landfriede (i.e. decreeing peace as a duty to the king),
he held a " Day of Indulgence " at Constance at which he publicly announced
his forgiveness of all who had wronged him and exhorted his subjects to
follow this Christian example.

